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This issue, we look back at the history of one of 
Cabarrus County’s most beloved cultural 
institutions: the Old Courthouse Theatre. As 
you’ll read, the roots of OCT and Historic 
Cabarrus Association, Inc. (originally Historic 
Cabarrus, Inc.) are intertwined, and our 
organizations have partnered in recent years on the 
Concord History Walk and the Public Library’s 
“One Book—One Community” project.
 And thus it is wide great pride that the 
Concord Museum features as our new special 
exhibit “35 Years of the Old Courthouse 
Theatre”! With the help of many OCT players 
and supporters—truly a “family” if I’ve ever seen 
one!—a special collection of costumes, props, 
photographs, posters, and other items have been 
gathered for this exhibit, which runs from 
Tu e s d ay, Ju n e 1 4 t h ro u g h Fr i d ay, 
September 2. Also featured is a memorial to 
Mary Snead Boger, OCT’s founder, who passed 
away in May 2011.
 In other news, Historic Cabarrus held its 
Annual Dinner Meeting on Thursday, May 5 at the 
Union Street Bistro in downtown Concord. 
Highlights included a silent auction and special 
guest speaker Dr. Gary Freeze’s scintillating talk 
about our textile heritage, “The Cannons in 
Context.”
	 At the Annual Dinner Meeting, we said 
goodbye to two dedicated directors who stepped 
down at  the end of their terms: Bonta and Jim 
Kee. As a husband-and-wife team, the Kees 
originated and curated the Cabarrus County 
Veterans Museum. Previously Bonta was also the 
curator of the Concord Museum, and Jim was our 
treasurer. We are in their debt for their years of 
service.
 We also honored Molly Reese, who 
stepped down as board President after two one-
year terms. Molly has been a great asset to us and 

we’re thrilled that she is remaining on our board. 
Thank you, Molly.
 Succeeding Molly as President is Lois  
Marlow, joined by Chris  Measmer as our new 
Vice President and Leslie Cook as our new 
Secretary. Also joining our Board of Directors are 
Donald Anthony, Kathy Kitts, John Price, 
and Dana Ramseur. Our new board is dedicated 
to expanding our focus to better represent all of 
Cabarrus County’s communities and our rich 
multicultural heritage, and to cultivate new 
educational programs to help educate students 
about our past. 
 Also, I’m honored to report that the Board 
of Directors presented to me a Certificate of 
Appreciation for my three years of service as 
Historic Cabarrus Association’s Executive Director.  
I am deeply grateful.
	 Please note that our Concord History 
Walk, which was to be held on June 4, has been 
rescheduled to Saturday, April 14, 2012.
	 And with sadness we must report the death 
of a dear friend and loyal member of Historic 
Cabarrus Association, Jane Stratton Patterson, 
who died on May 5. We dedicate this edition of 
Past Times to her memory.
	 Print editions of Past Times are produced as 
a membership benefit for Historic Cabarrus 
Association members. You can read or download 
each issue of Past Times in color by visiting our 
website, www.historiccabarrus.org. Thank 
you, members, for your loyal support!

 Michael Eury, Editor

Past Times #6, Summer 2011. Published quarterly by Historic 
Cabarrus Association, Inc., P.O. Box 966, Concord, NC 28026. 
Text and photo submissions pertaining to Concord’s and 
Cabarrus County’s history are sincerely appreciated; contact 
Michael Eury, Editor, at historiccabarrus@windstream.net or 
704-782-3688.

Catawba College history professor Dr. Gary Freeze regales a full house at Historic Cabarrus 
Association’s Annual Dinner Meeting on Thursday, May 5, 2011.
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The Historic Cabarrus County 
Courthouse, built in 1876, was targeted 
for demolition in 1973, as the building 
of a new Cabarrus County Courthouse 
was underway. At various stages, plans 
were to convert the site into an office 
building or a parking lot, and the 
Historic Courthouse was to be torn 
down to make way for progress. 
Historic Cabarrus,  Inc., a group 
formed to preserve the history of 
Cabarrus County, went before the 
County Commissioners  to ask for a 
reprieve to preserve the building. The 
Commissioners granted Historic 
Cabarrus six months to present bids  for 
restoration and to determine a use for 
the historic building. 

C o n s i s t e n t w i t h m o s t 
s u c c e s s f u l v e n t u r e s ,  t h e O l d 
Courthouse Theatre began as one 
person’s dream. On May 5, 1976, 
without much fanfare, Third Century 

Artist Mary Snead Boger held a 
meeting at the Hotel Concord for those 
interested in forming a community 
theater in Cabarrus County. There had 
been a community-theater group, the 
Concord Little Theatre, in Concord 
during the early ’50s, but it was no 
longer active. Mrs. Boger placed 25 
chairs in the hotel ballroom and hoped 
there would be enough interest to fill 
them. Before the evening ended more 
than 70 peop le a t t ended and 
contributed five dollars each to become 
charter members of this then-unnamed 
dream. Mrs. Boger, looking for theater 
space,  joined with Historic Cabarrus, 
Inc. in a successful effort to save the 
“old courthouse” and was granted the 
use of the second floor courtroom for 
the theater. The Old Courthouse 
Theatre (OCT) was born. 
 For its  first production, Mrs.  
Boger wrote, auditioned, cast,  and 

directed a variety show that was 
performed in June 1976. Mrs. Boger 
choose this two-day play to quickly 
introduce Cabarrus  County to the 
potential of the theater and of the 
“Old Courthouse,” to show that the 
g roup was l eg i t imate, and to 
demonstrate that a variety of local 
ta lent could be used in these 
productions. On June 25 and 26, 1976, 
O C T p r e s e n t e d “ C a b a r r u s 
Chautauqua” to sold-out audiences, 
with 12 acts representing real stars that 
may have actually performed in and 
around the area during 1890s  to 1910s. 
Now with almost 200 charter members, 
the Old Courthouse Theatre had 
become a reality. Mrs. Boger’s point 
was  proven. Cabarrus County was 
ready and eager for live theater.
        Many people helped in the 
efforts to save the “Old Courthouse,” 
but two stand out: Mary Snead Boger, 
with her efforts to bring cultural arts  to 

The History of  the Old Courthouse Theatre
BY ANNE WILSON

The “Old Courthouse” in the 
1970s. Backstage at “The Lark,” which inaugurated OCT’s premiere season, 1976-77.
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Cabarrus County and provide a use for the 
old building by the formation and 
leadership of Old Courthouse Theatre, and 
Robert Burrage, Sr., who began a 
fundraising drive for Historic Cabarrus and 
appeared before the County Commissioners 
to convince them that the historic structure 
should be saved. Mr. Burrage appealed to 
everyone from school children to businesses 
for donations from dimes to thousands in 
money or donations of labor and paint. 
Many others  who could not donate money 
gave freely of their time to paint, clean, cut 
back the ivy that had spread almost through 
the windows on the second floor, or to 
humanely catch and remove the pigeons 
from the old clock tower. By the time 
OCT’s  first season production was 
presented in November, a fresh coat of 
paint covered the old building inside and 
out. OCT, along with Historic Cabarrus, 
was credited by many as sparking the drive 
that saved the 1876 Courthouse from the 
wrecker’s ball.

 That first season the people of 
Cabarrus County saw a serious drama, 
“The Lark”; a comedy, “Finishing 
Touches”; and a musical,  “Brigadoon.” All 
played to sold-out audiences.  OCT’s goals 
were (and continue to be) to present quality 
theater, and to provide opportunities for the 
citizens of Cabarrus County and the 
surrounding area to participate in the 
experience of a live theater production 
whether on stage, backstage, or as an 
audience member.  As Mary Snead Boger 
told the local press  after the first season: 
“Theater is possibly the most encompassing 
of all art forms. It satisfies the creative 
talents, not only of those who want to act, 
sing, or dance, but there is  a need for visual 
artists, people skilled in make-up,  set design, 
business abilities, ticket sales, promotion, 
lighting, costuming, and sewing. OCT is for 

everyone in the county with a need for self-
expression, and it needs an appreciative and 
supportive audience. Its goal is to establish 
in Cabarrus  County quality drama 
performed in a professional manner by local 
and area amateur actors.”

 For the next five seasons OCT, 
became a moving force in broadening the 
cultural awareness of our community and 
the surrounding counties. During the fifth 
season, Mrs. Boger entered the 
North Carolina Theater 
Conference one-act play 
competition with the play 
“The Lover.”  “The Lover” 
was probably one of the most 
sophi s t i cated p ieces o f 
theater ever presented in 
Cabarrus  County. Actors 
John Nordan, Linda Pierce, 
a n d R i c h a r d M o o r e 
impressed the judges  and 
walked away with the Best 
Play, Best Actor, and Best Actress Awards. 
This accomplishment by OCT helped to 
secure more grant money to continue the 
restoration effort. Local and state dignitaries 
attended a performance after the award-
winning group returned home; included in 
their number was Sarah Hodgins, secretary 
of Cultural Resources of North Carolina, 
who presented OCT a $12,000 restoration 
grant to help upgrade the theater. 

 OCT was riding on the crest of a 
state award-winning play and a successful 
season when the ceiling fell in—literally. 
During a dress rehearsal for the last play of 
the fifth season, “Sweet Charity,” chunks of 
plaster dropped from the theater ceiling just 
above the stage. No one was injured, but 
finishing details on the set were delayed. 
The play was to open in four days. The 
construction company made temporary 
repairs and the play went on as scheduled. 

“[OCT’s] goal is 
to establish in 

Cabarrus County 
quality drama 
performed in a 

professional 
manner by local 

and area 
amateur actors.”

– Mary Snead 
Boger

Mrs. Boger (r.) supervises make-up for “Jesus 
Christ Superstar” (1979-80 Season).
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Historic Cabarrus, Inc., the 
lessee of the building, discovered 
during those repairs that extensive 
repairs were necessary to the roof as 
well as the ceiling. OCT was forced to 
vacate the building and the entire 
upstairs  area was demolished. Historic 
Cabarrus,  Inc. organized a fundraising 
campaign to “repair the roof and fix 
the theater area.” Members  of Historic 
Cabarrus,  Inc. and Old Courthouse 
Theatre, Inc. went before the County 
Commissioners to ask for an allocation 
of $60,000 for the emergency repairs. 
A onetime-only request, it was 
estimated that repairs would cost 
$120,000. The Cannon Foundation 
had agreed to donate $40,000 
providing the other $80,000 could be 
raised by September. The County 
Commissioners turned them down with 
a 3–2 vote.  The reasoning was that 
Historic Cabarrus, Inc. had signed a 
five-year lease ag reement that 
mandated the county “shall have no 
obligations or duties concerning the 
maintenance, preservation, or upkeep 
of the premises…” and no tax money 
was to be used. Supporters of Historic 
Cabarrus,  Inc. and Old Courthouse 
T h e a t e r,  I n c . r e m i n d e d t h e 
commissioners of the volunteer hours 
and the over $200,000 raised in the 
restoration effort of the county-owned 
building. Not one cent was  tax money. 
A similar request was  made to the 
Concord Aldermen, who initially 
turned them down but then voted to 
give Historic Cabarrus $3000. This 
money was  a portion from the sale of 
an old fire truck and not tax money. 
News of the plight of the “Old 
Courthouse” went all the way to NC 
Governor Jim Hunt. Gov. Hunt and 
Eighth District Congressman Bill 

Hefner indicated they would help 
secure funds  for the restoration project. 
Rep. Dwight Quinn sponsored a 
special appropriations bill for $50,000. 
In the meantime, Historic Cabarrus, 
Inc. and Old Courthouse Theater, Inc. 
stepped up their efforts to raise funds. 
Ultimately, monies were raised from 
grants and donations from businesses 
and individuals.  Restoration work 
could continue and OCT would be 
back at “home” soon.

The gypsy years began for the 
Old Courthouse Theatre. OCT 
presented four seasons, 14 plays, at the 
Winecoff School, Concord High 
School, and Concord Middle School 
auditoriums, storing props, costumes, 
set pieces, lighting instruments, and all 
the “stuff ” needed for productions in 
basements, attics, sheds, truck trailers, 
and homes. Rehearsals  were held 
where space could be found. The 
school auditoriums were often hard to 
find for newcomers  and had to be 
r e n t e d f o r r e h e a r s a l s a n d 
performances. Props, costumes,  and set 
pieces had to be put away each night 
because classes used the stage and 
“dressing rooms” as schoolrooms 
during the day.  The uniqueness of 
OCT was hard to maintain outside of 
its physical home. It was hard being 
dispossessed,  carting “stuff ” back and 
forth. Everyone worked hard to keep 
the artistic quality high, but along the 
way patrons, props, costumes,  and 
patience were lost. The cost of renting 
the school auditoriums and storage 
space had become almost prohibitive, 
adding at least $2000 to each play 
budget. With each production, the 
hope continued that soon OCT would 
return home to a beautiful new theater 
at the Historic Courthouse. Plans were 

made to return for the 1983–1984 
season. 

OCT had been asked to raise 
$100,000 to be used exclusively toward 
the theater area proper at the Historic 
Courthouse. It did so,  and the monies 
were put in escrow to be used only for 
theater purposes. These monies were 
not used in any restoration of the 
Historic Courthouse. In the fall of 
1983 the new roof and clock tower 
were finished, but the second floor was 
still gutted. At that time OCT was 
informed that the theater should raise 
$300,000 for the theater area because 
funds for further renovation were 
unavailable. OCT was also informed 
that it must do this without being given 
a long-term lease on the theater space. 
OCT also had no control over use of 
the space, no storage space, and had to 
pay a minimum of $500 a month rent. 
OCT had approached s evera l 
foundations  that were seriously 
interested in funding the theater, but 
would not consider any arrangement 
that did not include at least a 25-year 
lease and control of leased area. With 
reluctance, OCT realized the necessity 
to give up the dream to move into the 
Historic Courthouse and look for a new 
home.
	 In December 1983 it was  
announced that OCT had bought the 
old Belk building (currently known as 
Union Street Square, home to the 
Concord Museum and a variety of 
businesses) in downtown Concord. Its 
50,000 square feet would provide office, 
rehearsal,  storage, and scene shop 
space.  The ninth season would be 
performed in the school auditoriums, 
but rehearsals could be held in the Belk 
building OCT hired an architectural 
firm to research and draw up plans for
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the new theater. It was estimated that the Belk building 
could be made into a splendid facility, but due to stringent 
building codes  the cost would be $2.5 million, an amount 
that was well beyond OCT’s means. Once again, it seemed 
that OCT would be homeless. 

	 In April 1984 OCT petitioned for rezoning of the 
First Baptist Church property on Spring Street NW. First 
Baptist was moving to new facilities on Branchview Drive. 
OCT asked for an option to buy the building. The church 
building would give OCT all the space needed for an 
auditorium, stage, dressing area, storage, and office space 
with minimal renovation. The Belk building would be sold. 
The Concord Planning and Zoning Board approved the 
request.  The Historic District Commission gave its 
approval. In October 1984 First Baptist agreed to sell the 
building on Spring Street to OCT. 

 By the beginning of its  tenth season, OCT finally 
had a home. In September, almost everything was moved 
from all the storage spaces and into the old First Baptist 
building. The first production, “The Glass Menagerie,” 
opened in November 1985. A temporary stage was built 
and cushions were added to the old church pews. A capital 
fundraising campaign to renovate the building had begun. 

 The excellent reputation of the quality theater 
productions and the tenacity of Mary Snead Boger helped 
to secure the rights for the musical “Evita” and the British 
farce “Noises Off ” before any other amateur theater in the 
US. In November 1986 OCT received the NCTC state 
award “For Leadership in Theater Arts in North Carolina”: 
“The fine acting, totality of professionalism, and warm 
giving spirit of OCT has proved a stimulation to, and an 
inspiration for theater all over North Carolina.”  Over a six-
year period, OCT had entered the NCTC one-act play 
competition and had won awards  for Best Play, Best Actress, 
runner-up for Best Play, and three times for Best Actor.  

	 In August 1987 Mrs. Boger announced she would 
resign as artistic director at the end of the  season.  It came 
as  a surprise, but she said it was  time to do something else. 
Her dream had become an award-winning Community 
Theater that was well respected over the state and the 
region. The loss of Mrs. Boger would be felt by actors and 
patrons alike. The OCT Board of Directors formed a 
committee and the search for her successor commenced. 
They not only had to find a new Artistic Director but also a 

new Business  Manager, as long-time Business Manager 
Betsy Gebhardt was also retiring.  Applications came from 
all over the world.

 The search committee completed its task in the 
spring of 1988. A nationally known director and playwright 
from Washington state, Michael Brill, was named as Artistic 
Director.  Anne Wilson, an OCT volunteer, Board Member, 
and Guild Chair from Concord, NC, was named the new 
Business Manager. During Mr. Brill’s  short time with OCT, 
the community saw an innovative version of “The Brief 
and Comic History of Tom Jones,” “Vanities,” and another 
s t a t e award -
winning play, 
“Lemonade.” 
Mr.  Brill had 
come from a 
v e r y 
met ropo l i t an 
area and small-
town life was 
not to his  liking. 
H e w a s n ’ t 
happy and had 
difficulty with an all-volunteer base. 

 Once again a search was conducted. The 
remainder of the season was guest-directed. By the end of 
the season a new Artistic Director was named. Louisiana 
native Dawson Corley the began 1989–1990 season with 
the American classic “Look Homeward, Angel.”  The cast 
and crew traveled to Asheville to visit the Thomas Wolfe 
Memorial. The trip was extraordinary because as the cast 
and crew were researching their roles, they were followed by 
a production crew from CBS-TV’s Sunday Morning with 
Charles Kuralt. The production crew also came to Concord to 
film a performance to be featured in September.

	 August 1989 was a busy month for OCT. John 
Warburton, a visitor from Great Britain who had been 
traveling for the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust, paid a 
visit to OCT. He had been touring the country visiting 
theaters, primarily community theaters,  and had heard of 
OCT.  He spent several days at OCT learning all aspects 
and history of the theater.  OCT was  presented a 
commemorative Winston Churchill Memorial Trust medal 
at the end of  his visit. 

From 1976-1981, OCT performed inside 
this courtroom.
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  During his time with OCT, 
Mr. Corley started the Old Courthouse 
Youth Theatre with the production of 
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.” 
He also directed Noel Coward’s  witty 
comedy “Blithe Spirit” and the 
Sondheim musical “A Little Night 
Music.” By February 1990 OCT had 
lost another Artistic Director: Mr. 
Corley and OCT dissolved their 
contract through mutual agreement.

 The search continued.  The 
next two productions were guest-
directed. “Steel Magnolias,” the last 
play of the season, was directed by 
Michael Ricci, who had guest-directed 
the previous season. The Board offered 
Mr. Ricci, a New York native, a three-
year contract and he became the third 
Artistic Director in two seasons.  Mr. 
Ricci continued the American classics 
and the Youth Theatre. The Youth 
Theatre productions of Shakespearean 
adaptations were especially popular. 
Mr. Ricci started the Off Broadway 
series and acting workshops. For part of 
the 1992–1993 season, Anne Wilson 
had to take a short leave of absence for 
health reasons. During that time the 
office was  run by several volunteers and 
part-time paid staff. Ms.  Wilson 
returned as the volunteer Business 
Manager to help with the money 
crunch. OCT continued for the three 
years of Mr. Ricci’s contract. But the 
problems  with maintenance of the old 
church building were eating into the 
budget faster than plays could be 
performed and the funding could be 
replaced. To help with funding, the 
OCT Guild started the Annual New 
Year’s Eve Murder Mystery Dinner 
Theater. But at the end of Mr. Ricci’s 
third year, OCT had to release him 
from his contract because it was 

becoming increasingly more difficult to 
pay him, as  well as support the building 
and productions. 

 At that time, the Board made 
the decision to continue with guest 
directors  until it was possible to hire a 
full-time director. From 1994 until 
1997, all of the productions were guest-
directed. During this  time OCT 
received national exposure for a second 
time when “The Sound of Music” was 
performed with Daniel Truhitte in the 
role of Captain von Trapp. Mr. 
Truhitte had appeared in the movie 
version as Rolf.  OCT won,  for the third 
time,  Best Play at the North Carolina 
Theater Conference for the play “A 
Novel Romance.” The guest directors 
did outstanding work on very tight 
budgets.  Still,  something was  missing: 
continuity.

 A concerted effort was made 
to reach out to the business  and 
corporate community to assist with 
funding the productions by instituting 
the Producing Partner Program. In this 
way, a business or corporation or 
community organization could pay up 
to half of a play’s  budget and in return 
get publicity for their business or 
organization, a pre-show reception, 
and a performance for their invited 
guests.  Organizations  as  diverse as the 
Arc of Cabarrus County, the Coltrane 
Life Center for Senior Adults, the 
Cabarrus Senior Center, CVAN, and 
scout groups were able to sell the tickets 
for their performances to use as 
fundraisers. OCT plans to continue the 
Producing Partnership program in 
future seasons. It is a mutually 
beneficial program for everyone 
involved. 

 At the end of the 1996–1997 
season, the Board once again decided 

the time was right to hire a full-time 
Artistic Director.  This time they chose 
Heather Wilson,  a hometown girl who 
had recently graduated from Catawba 
College in Salisbury with a Theater 
Arts Degree. Ms. Wilson had guest-
directed two one-act plays  and on the 
main stage for OCT after college. She 
was also very familiar with OCT, its 
crews, actors, and patrons. Heather 
had appeared in OCT productions 
under the direction of Mary Snead 
Boger, had worked backstage, appeared 
as  Agnes in “Agnes of God,” and most 
recently had appeared in the OCT 
award -w inn ing p lay “A Nove l 
Romance.”  At the beginning of the 
1997–1998 season, Ms. Wilson became 
OCT’s fifth Artistic Director. 

 For the next ten seasons, Ms. 
Wilson brought her creativity, eye for 
detail, a passion for quality, enthusiasm, 
and the ability to work with actors and 
crew of all ages. Having been an 
actress, she knew what it is like to be on 
the other side of the foot lights.  She 
was also an excellent representative for 
the theater. Growing up in Concord 
gave her knowledge of the surrounding 
communities. The actor and crew base 
grew as well as the season-ticket 
subscribers. She gave her best to OCT 
and her community and expected no 
less from the casts and crews of the 
productions. She wanted to continue 
the dream started by Mary Snead 
Boger in 1976 and to give the citizens 
o f C a b a r r u s C o u n t y a n d t h e 
surrounding area the opportunity to 
participate in the magic of live theater 
whether as a performer or as an 
audience member. She directed a 
variety of plays, not only the “safe 
choices” but also plays that make the 
audience think and challenge the actors 
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and director to do their best.  Ms. 
Wilson announced plans to leave at the 
end of the 2006–2007 season to pursue 
a Masters in Fine Arts in Directing at 
the University of Memphis.  Her last 
play of the season, “Grace & Glorie,” 
was nominated and won awards  for 
O u t s t a n d i n g L e a d A c t r e s s , 
Outstanding Set Design, Outstanding 
Sound Design, and Outstanding 
Special Effect at the Metrolina Theater 
Association Annual Awards Gala. On 
May 8, 2010, Heather Wilson 
graduated Summa Cum Laude from 
the University of Memphis with a 
Master in Fine Arts–Directing.    

	 OCT continues to make 
repairs and improvements to its 
building. Through grants from the 
Cannon Foundation, window frames 
have been painted, a new AC system 
has been installed in the main building 
and Heating system in the Black Box, 
and repairs to the roof have been 
made.  The two large stained-glass 
windows have been restored to their 
former glory with money from 
donations and grants. J.  Carlyle 

Rutledge and the Salisbury Foundation, 
plus individual donations,  funded the 
new bathrooms, offices, and new AC/
Heating system for those areas in the 
main building.  As of this writing, OCT 
recently received a grant to install a 
new ramp for better accessibility for 
those with disabilities and to begin 
work on repaving the parking lot. Work 
continues on plans  to repair the 
restrooms in the Black Box area, 
renovations to the Black Box area, and 
accessibility to the Black Box area for 
those with disabilities.

 For now, OCT is  again using 
guest directors for the productions as it 
continues to provide our audiences 
with quality performances as well as 
bringing new people and ideas to the 
theater experience. OCT has been 
nominated and won at the Metrolina 
Theater Association Awards  Gala for 
several productions including a special 
production of “Benedictions.” OCT 
has taken home Outstanding Lead 
Actor & Act re s s , Out s tand ing 
Production, Outstanding Director, 
Outstanding Supporting Actress, and 

Outstanding Costume Design & 
Outstanding Sound Design awards  for 
other productions. 

	 Old Courthouse Theatre was  
founded as a community theater for the 
purpose to furnish entertainment for 
community audiences, to serve as  an 
outlet for performing-arts talents, and 
to enrich community life.  With the 
regular-season productions  in place, 
OCT began looking at other ways to 
serve the citizens of Cabarrus  County. 
The season offerings have primarily 
included family-friendly plays  as well as 
plays that offered a more adult fare to 
suit the tastes of our audiences. Many 
Yo u t h a n d C h i l d r e n T h e a t r e 
productions have been offered as part 
of a season or as an extra production. 
OCT has had theater classes for youth 
and children.

 The Black Box Theatre is a 
space used for Youth and Children’s 
Theatre productions. It will also be a 
space to present off-season productions 
of a more challenging content to 
Cabarrus County. Recently,  OCT’s 
Black Box Theater has been the 

Heather Wilson (l.) served as OCT Artistic Director from 1997-2007. “Blessed Assurance,” 2000-01.
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performance space for the newly 
created “Living Room Reader’s Series” 
with OCT veteran Jonathan Ewart as 
the coordinator for a five-play season. 
T h e s e f r e e s t a g e d r e a d i n g 
performances  offer plays  that may just 
be entertaining or plays that are 
interesting and thought provoking 
using seasoned actors as well as those 
who may never before set foot on the 
stage.

 Another recent addition to the 
OCT family is Cabarrus County 
Pretenders.  OCT charter member, 
actress, and retired schoolteacher 
Becky Porter founded Cabarrus 
County Pretenders—CabCo for short
—fulfilling a lifelong dream. CabCo is 
a dedicated group of adult actors 
performing stories and plays suitable 
for a younger audience. This group will 
travel around Cabarrus County visiting 
schools, libraries, daycares, and pre-
schools as well as performing on the 
OCT stage.  Most recently, CabCo was 
invited to perform in Jacksonville, NC, 
for a fundraising event for the new 
Children’s Museum there.  

 OCT hosts in-house classes  
for American Sign Language through 
H a n d P r i n t s M i n i s t r y, m a k i n g 
interpreters available for all OCT 
performances. OCT offers space for 
nonprofits and other civic organizations 
to have their meetings. The Producing 
Partners Program continues to support 
the nonprofit organizations by offering 
tickets  to sell for a performance as a 
fundraiser for the group. Free final 
dress performances are offered to local 
day care centers, the Church of God 
Orphanage, CVAN, assisted-living 
facilities, and group homes. OCT 
regularly donates tickets for the season 
as  well as for individual performances 

to schools, churches, nonprofits, and 
civic organizations to assist in the 
groups’ fundraising efforts.

 OCT has become more 
involved with the community by joining 
the Cabarrus County Library System’s 
“One Book–One Communi t y” 
program by presenting plays, staged 
readings, solo performances, and music 
that go along with the selected books. 
In early 2011 a committee with 
representatives from OCT and Historic 
Cabarrus Association, Inc. and led by 
Heather Wilson gathered oral histories 
for area veterans from WWII,  Korea, 
and Vietnam for a multi-media 
performance piece, “Paying Tribute,” 
that was  performed on the OCT stage 
in March 2011. Ms.  Wilson was the 
playwright and artistic director for this 
performance piece. After 35 years, the 
Old Courthouse Theatre and Historic 
Cabarrus Association once again 
joined forces to give something to the 
citizens Cabarrus County!  

	 Old Courthouse Theatre,  Inc.  
has come a long way from the Historic 
Courthouse courtroom. Sometimes  the 
way has not been an easy one,  but that 
in itself makes those who have been 
here appreciate the accomplishments 
even more. Passion, dedication, and 
pure stubbornness have kept the dream 
alive. 

 OCT is  still staffed and run by 
volunteers. All actors and crew are 
volunteers with “real” jobs and 
families. OCT is  still supported 
primarily by the sale of season tickets, 
Producing Partners or Sponsors, and 
individual ticket sales. OCT receives a 
Grassroots Grant from the North 
Carolina Arts Council through the 
Cabarrus Arts Council that makes up 
about 3% of its  budget. OCT receives 

no direct city or county funding. OCT 
gives tickets to Cabarrus County 
nonprofit organizations  for their 
fundraising. Plays cost from $6000 for a 
comedy or drama to $15,000+ for a 
musical depending on the elaborateness 
of costumes and set and the royalty 
rights. The building still needs repairs 
and maintenance. Donations of time, 
supplies, and money are always needed 
and welcomed.

	 Will OCT ever change its  
name? No. Old Courthouse Theatre 
has never changed its  name because we 
want people to remember where we 
began and we are proud of our 
beg innings. The name i s  we l l 
recognized and respected in the region. 
Everyone is welcome as long as  they 
desire to give their best to make all 
productions live up to the standard of 
quality that so long has been a part of 
a n O l d C o u r t h o u s e T h e a t r e 
production.

Anne Wilson remains extremely 
active as an OCT volunteer and 
was nominated for the 2010 
Metrolina Theatre Association 
“Theater Person of the Year” 
award. She and her husband 
Trent are Sustaining members of 
Historic Cabarrus Association.
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1976                
A CHAUTAUQUA SHOW

1976–77          
THE LARK 
FINISHING TOUCHES 
BRIGADOON

1977–78 
A DOLL’S HOUSE
NIGHT MUST FALL
GIGI

1978–79 
A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE
PLAZA SUITE
MAME

1979–80
PRIVATE LIVES
ANGEL STREET
JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR

“Private Lives,” 1979-80.

1980–81
A CHRISTMAS CAROL
BUS STOP
SWEET CHARITY
THE LOVER (NCTC One Act winner)

1981–82          
KISS ME KATE
HARVEY
RAIN

1982–83 
A MONTH IN THE COUNTRY
SUMMER AND SMOKE
CAMELOT
ARIA DA CAPO (NCTC One Act)

1983–84 
THE MOUSETRAP
ANNIE
TIGER AT THE GATES  

1984–85 
THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING ERNEST
HEDDA GABLER
SOUTH PACIFIC
ADAPTATION (NCTC One Act)                                                                                                                                                       

1985–86 
THE GLASS MENAGERIE
EVITA 
THE SEVEN-YEAR ITCH
 
1986–87 
NOISES OFF
THE FANTASTICKS
ELIZABETH THE QUEEN
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN
BUSINESS MAN’S LUNCH (NCTC One Act)

1987–88 
AH, WILDERNESS
PETER PAN
1776
FOOL FOR LOVE

1988–89 
THE BRIEF AND COMIC HISTORY OF 
 TOM JONES
VANITIES
10 LITTLE INDIANS
ANYTHING GOES
IN THE BEGINNING (Debut Original New 
 Musical)
LEMONADE (NCTC One Act Winner)

1989–90 
LOOK HOMEWARD, ANGEL
BLITHE SPIRIT
THE BEST CHRISTMAS PAGEANT EVER
A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC
SOME ENCHANTED EVENING           
STEEL MAGNOLIAS
FRACTURED FAIRY TALES (Old 
Courthouse  Youth Theater)

1990–91
SLY FOX
MY THREE ANGELS
CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF
QUILTERS
WAR OF THE ROSES (NCTC One Act)
BLACK COMEDY (Off Broadway Series)
ACTOR’S NIGHTMARE (Off Broadway 
 Series)
HOW TO EAT LIKE A CHILD (Old 
 Courthouse Youth Theater)
A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM (OCYT)

1991–92 
YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU
SLEUTH
MUSIC MAN

BRIGHTON BEACH MEMOIRS
GIFT OF THE MAGI (Holiday Special)
AGNES OF GOD (Off Broadway Series)
CHARLIE AND THE GREAT GLASS 
ELEVATOR (OCYT)
ROMEO AND JULIET (OCYT)
TOM SAWYER (OCYT)

1992–93 
LEND ME A TENOR
FRANKENSTEIN
DRIVING MISS DAISY
WIDOW’S BEST FRIEND
THE SHINING PRINCESS OF THE 
SLENDER BAMBOO (OCYT)
TAMING OF THE SHREW (OCYT)

1993–94 
SOUND OF MUSIC
DRACULA
RUMORS
PUMPBOYS AND DINETTES
THE ELECTRIC SUNSHINE MAN (OCYT)

1994–95 
A FUNNY THING HAPPENED ON THE 
 WAY TO THE FORUM
THE 1940’s RADIO HOUR
WAIT UNTIL DARK
DEARLY DEPARTED
HOW THE WEST WAS REALLY WON 
 (OCYT)
SANTA’S HOLIDAY HOEDOWN (OCYT)
KING OF HONKY TONK HEAVEN 
 (Reader’s Theater, and New Play 
 Production)                                          
AN EVENING OF TENNESSEE WILLIAMS 
 (Off Broadway Series)

1995–96 
THE BOYS NEXT DOOR
A CHRISTMAS CAROL
BAREFOOT IN THE PARK
ANNIE
THE MISS FIRECRACKER CONTEST 
 (1995 Summer Special)
POE’S MIDNIGHT DREARY (OCYT)
A NOVEL ROMANCE (NCTC One Act 
 Winner)

1996–97 
NUNSENSE
THE ODD COUPLE
PICNIC
NUPTIALS
FOLK TALES, TOO (OCYT)
1959 PINK THUNDERBIRD – 
 LAUNDRY & BOURBON, LONE 
 STAR (1996 Summer Special)

Plays Performed by Old Courthouse Theatre, Inc. 
1976-2012
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1997–98
CATFISH MOON
IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE
LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS
FOXFIRE
MORE FROM STORY THEATER (OCYT)
SPOON RIVER ANTHOLOGY (OCYT)
PUMPBOYS AND DINETTES (1997 
 Summer Special)

1998–99 
THE MOUSETRAP
A LITTLE PRINCESS
CALAMITY JANE
COUNTRY SONGS
OLIVER (OCYT)
A GRAND NIGHT FOR SINGING (1998 
 Summer Special)

1999–2000 
GREATER TUNA
MIRACLE ON 34th STREET
ONCE UPON A MATTRESS
THE CURIOUS SAVAGE
I DO!  I DO! (1999 Summer Special)
GODSPELL (OCYT)
A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM (OCYT)
THE GLASS MENAGERIE (Off Broadway 
 Series)

2000–01 
ARSENIC AND OLD LACE
LITTLE WOMEN
BLESSED ASSURANCE
THE PAJAMA GAME
AS YOU LIKE IT (OCYT)
GUYS AND DOLLS (2000 Summer Special) 
THERE’S A BOY IN THE GIRLS’ 
BATHROOM (OCYT)
                         
2001–02          
SAME TIME, NEXT YEAR
THE HOMECOMING
GYPSY
MR. HOBBS’ VACATION
OKLAHOMA (2001 Summer Special)  

2002–03  
THE MEMBER OF THE WEDDING
THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER
JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING 
 TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT
THE FOREIGNER
SMOKE ON THE MOUNTAIN (2002 
 Summer Musical)  

2003–04 
THE BATTLE OF SHALLOWFORD
SANDERS FAMILY CHRISTMAS
THE CEMETERY CLUB
THE EGG AND I
SMOKE ON THE MOUNTAIN (2003 
 Summer Musical)
I DO ! I DO !  (Special Valentine’s Day 
 Musical – Blackbox Theater)
THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST 

 (Blackbox Theater – Guest 
 Director)

2004–05 
CINDERELLA (2004 Summer Musical)   
SYLVIA
A CHRISTMAS STORY
THE PHILADELPHIA STORY
THE FANTASTICKS

2005–06         
KING LEAR (Summer Youth Theater – Black 
 Box)
QUILTERS (2005 Summer Musical)
YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU
THE BEST CHRISTMAS PAGEANT EVER
EVITA                       
STEEL MAGNOLIAS

2006–07        
TOM JONES (Summer Youth Theater – 
 Black Box)   
CHARLOTTE’S WEB (Summer Youth 
Theater  – Main Stage)
ANNIE GET YOUR GUN
A LAURA INGALLS WILDER CHRISTMAS
PLAZA SUITE
GRACE & GLORIE

“Plaza Suite,” 2006-07.

2007–08        
SCAPIN THE SCHEMER (Summer Youth 
 Theater)           
COMEDY OF ERRORS (Summer Youth 
 Theater)
BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (Summer Youth 
 Theater – Main Stage)
INTO THE WOODS 
YES, VIRGINIA, THERE IS A SANTA 
 CLAUS

MOON OVER BUFFALO
DEARLY DEPARTED
COTTON PATCH GOSPEL
CHARLIE & THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY 
 (Youth Theater – Main Stage)

2008–09         
SMOKE ON THE MOUNTAIN – 
 THE HOMECOMING
WALKING ACROSS EGYPT   
1940’s RADIO HOUR
THE SOUND OF MUSIC
RUN FOR YOUR WIFE
BENEDICTIONS (Special Main Stage 
 Production – MTA Best Play 
 Award)
YOU’RE A GOOD MAN, CHARLIE BROWN 
 (Youth Theater – Main Stage) 

2009–10         
WEDDING BELLES
RETURN TO THE FORBIDDEN PLANET
TUNA CHRISTMAS
NUNSENSE
THE BOYS NEXT DOOR
SNOW WHITE & FRIENDS (Youth Theater 
 Summer play)
IF YOU GIVE A MOUSE A COOKIE (CabCo 
 Pretenders inaugural production)
DIVORCE SOUTHERN STYLE (Living 
 Room Reading Series)
SHADOWLANDS (LRRS)   
AUNTIE MAME (LRRS)

2010–11         
DIRTY ROTTEN SCOUNDRELS 
HARVEY
BEST CHRISTMAS PAGEANT EVER
DIVORCE SOUTHERN STYLE
HONK!
IF YOU GIVE A MOUSE A COOKIE (CabCo 
 Pretenders – encore)
IF YOU GIVE A MOUSE A COOKIE (CabCo 
 Pretenders – Jacksonville, NC)                          
DIVIDING THE ESTATE (LRRS)
OVER THE RIVER AND THROUGH THE 
 WOODS (LRRS)
MRS. MURPHY’S PORCH (World Premiere 
 – LRRS) 
PIECE OF MY HEART (LRRS – One Book 
 One Community)
PAYING TRIBUTE (OBOC – Original Event) 
RABBIT HOLE (LRRS)
COMEDY OF ERRORS (Summer Youth 
 Theater)

2011–12         
ON GOLDEN POND
THE WOMEN       
BROADWAY CHRISTMAS CAROL
TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD  
TITANIC: THE MUSICAL

Special thanks to Anne Wilson for 
compiling this list.
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My job as Historic Cabarrus Association’s Executive Director often 
affords me the opportunity to partner with different organizations 
throughout our county, and these experiences are always enriching 
and educational. But no partnership has affected me more deeply 
than my involvement as a committee member of  the Cabarrus 
County Library’s “One Book—One Community” (OBOC) 
program.

 During March and April, a series of  events honoring 
servicemen and servicewomen from our region was held in 
conjunction with OBOC’s spotlighted book, The Things They Carried  
by Tim O’Brien, a collection of  fictionalized Vietnam stories. 
While I’ve always respected our military, in the past I’ve shunned 
war movies and books about war—I simply did not want to think 
about the horrors of  combat. But after OBOC’s events I now better 
understand, as an outsider looking in, the tremendous sacrifices 
made by those who bravely defend our freedoms. There is no 
“thank-you” big or sincere enough to convey my gratitude to our 
soldiers.

The Things They Carried book discussion group, March 31, 2011.

 The highlight of  the OBOC activities for me was “Paying 
Tribute,” performed on stage at the Old Courthouse Theatre in 
March. Written and directed by Heather Wilson, “Paying Tribute” 
surveyed three conflicts—World War II, Korea, and Vietnam—
through actors’ stage representations of  personal stories shared by 
local veterans in interviews collected during recent months. The 
production included music from those three war eras. From stirring 
moments of  patriotism to heartbreaking tales of  the separation of  
loved ones, “Paying Tribute” was a transformational experience. 

An encore performance will take place on OCT’s stage this 
Veterans Day.

”
Lobby display from OCT’s “Paying Tribute.”

 “The Wall That Heals,” a roving version of  Washington, 
D.C.’s Vietnam Memorial, also came to Concord for a weekend 
display at Frank Liske Park. The weather was dreary during its 
inauguration but that did not dissuade numerous visitors from 
attending this awe-inspiring event.

 Offering an unexpected coda to the planned OBOC 
activities was the discovery of  the remains of  our own Sgt. Donnie 
Shue (1949–1969), who died in combat in Vietnam and has now 
been laid to rest here in Cabarrus County. 

 And looking ahead, this Wednesday, September 7 marks 
the first anniversary of  the death of  Concord’s PFC James 
McClamrock (1987–2010), who was killed in action in Iraq. With 
the generous cooperation of  the McClamrock family, the Cabarrus 
County Veterans Museum will be hosting a memorial for James 
McClamrock on September 7 at 10:00 a.m. at the Davis Theatre 
inside the Historic Courthouse, 65 Union Street South. Local 
dignitaries will be on hand, and our Veterans Museum will unveil a 
special exhibit in PFC McClamrock’s memory.

	 I respectfully remind you that our remembrances of  and 
salutes to our Armed Forces need not be limited to holidays and 
special events. The Cabarrus County Veterans Museum pays 
tribute to servicemen and servicewomen from our community. It is 
open Monday through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

	

Area Veterans Events Prove Transformational
BY MICHAEL EURY
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DON’T MISS THE JUNE 2011 ISSUE 
OF OUR STATE MAGAZINE!
It features an article on North Carolina in 
the Civil War and includes a full-page 
photograph of  our prized Cabarrus 
Rangers Confederate battle flag.

Thursday, June 23 
GRAND OPENING OF “35 YEARS 
OF THE OLD COURTHOUSE 
THEATRE” SPECIAL EXHIBIT
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Concord Museum
Wine and cheese social for Historic 
Cabarrus Association members and friends 
of  OCT. Please RSVP by June 22 to 
704-782-3688 or 
historiccabarrus@windstream.net.

Friday, June 24 
DOWNTOWN CONCORD 
ART WALK
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Both the Concord Museum and Cabarrus 
County Veterans Museum will be open.

Tuesday, July 19 
IMAGES OF AMERICA: CONCORD 
BOOK PRESENTATION
5:30 p.m.
Concord Library

Author Michael Eury will discuss and sign 
copies of  Images of  America: Concord. $2.00 
from each book sold will be donated to 
Friends of  the Concord Library.

Friday, July 22 
Saturday, July 23 
ANTIQUES AND COLLECTIBLES 
APPRAISAL
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day
Concord Museum
Appraisals conducted by Concord resident 
Michael Hansen, a longtime antique dealer 
and graduate of  Appraisal Course 
Associates, Baltimore, Maryland, with a 
degree in Personal Property Appraising. 
You must be able to carry your own items 
(no staff  assistance). $5.00 per item 
appraised. Joint Benefit for Historic 
Cabarrus Association and Old Courthouse 
Theatre.

Thursday, July 28 
IMAGES OF AMERICA: CONCORD 
BOOK PRESENTATION
6:00 p.m.
Kannapolis Library
Author Michael Eury will discuss and sign 
copies of  Images of  America: Concord. $2.00 
from each book sold will be donated to 
Friends of  the Kannapolis Library.

Friday, August 5
BEYOND SANDY RIDGE BOOK 
PRESENTATION AND SIGNING
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m
Concord Museum
Author Nancy B. Brewer will discuss and 
sign copies of  her new novel of  historical 
fiction, Beyond Sandy Ridge, a sequel to her 
book, Carolina Rain. $2.00 from each book 
sold will be donated to museum.

Friday, September 2
“35 YEARS OF THE OLD 
COURTHOUSE THEATRE” 
SPECIAL EXHIBIT: FINAL DAY 
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Concord Museum

Wednesday, September 7
PFC JAMES McCLAMROCK 
MEMORIAL
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Davis Theatre/Cabarrus County 
Veterans Museum
Memorial tribute at Davis Theatre followed 
by unveiling of  James McClamrock Special 
Exhibit inside Veterans Museum. 

Summer 2011 Calendar
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	 FOUNDER - $2500+
	 City of  Concord

SPONSOR - $1000.00
Shoe Show, Inc./Carolyn Tucker

BENEFACTOR - $500.00
John and Peg Morrison
Robert C. Rogers, Jr.

PATRON - $250.00
Lucas Baker
Robert E. Burrage family
Bill and Ann Cannon
Hubert and Margaret Cress
George and Linda Engstrom
R. Rodney Howell
David W. Phillips

SUSTAINING - $100.00
Merley G. Boshart
AnnaLois Bulla
Wayne and Donna Cline
Karen S. Cobb
Phyllis C. Coltrane
Aaron and Leslie Cook
Max and Iris Elliott
William E. Faggart
JoAnn Furr
Dennis and Susan Grills
Sue W. Hartsell
Fran Black Holland
Joan Jones
Jimmy and Bonta Kee
Ronald and Sharon Kiser
Chris and Lisa Linker
Edith Mayfield

Ola G. McClellan
Chris Measmer
Kenneth and Carolyn Miller
Larry and Carol Miller
Jim and Sarah Morrison
Cyndie Mynatt
Grace M. Mynatt
Irvin and Sara Newberry
Robert and Teresa Nocik
Alex M. Patterson
George and Janet Patterson
Lex Patterson
William and Jane Rhodes
Don and Kay Scott
Ben Small, PA
Clay and Terri Smith
Dianne Tallent
R. G. “Hank” Utley
Shelley Williamson
Trent and Anne Wilson

FAMILY - $50.00
Allen and Debby Abernathy
George “Ick” and Laura Alley
Jimmy and Lynda Auten
William M. Barnhardt
Bob and Phyllis Baucom
Shirley F. Brannan
Vernon and Nancy Brewer
Frances Brown
David Bryant
Jason and Holly Cagle
Robert D. Carlough
Larry and Deloris Clodfelter
Mike and Loretta Coltrane
Allen, Janet, and Ford Craven
Michael and Rose Eury

Roger and Kimberly Eury
Jesse C. Fisher, Jr.
Ben and Dorothy Flowe
Richard and Sandra Galloway
Michael and Gayle Hansen
Larry and Gay Hayer
James and Heath Hedgpeth
Pat Jackson
Jeff  and Lisa Kies
Marty and Debin D. McGee
Harold G. and Anna Melvin
Carlos and Joyce Moore
Zac and Jennifer Moretz
Helen Morrison
John Nunn
Gerald V. Otteni
Emmy L. Pharr
Franklin and Sharon Plummer
Jim and Terry Ramseur
Charles M. Ritchie
Terry and Beth Rodgers
Steve and Doris Rogers
David and Kirby Sheridan
Carolyn Shinn
Michael and Denise Simlery
George Slaton
Joseph W. St. John
Don and Jill Sturgis
Jim and Jane Townsend
Barney and Margaret West
Whit and Karan Whitley
Graham and Carol Wood

Historic Cabarrus Association’s Members
(as of  June 2, 2011)

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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	 INDIVIDUAL - $30.00
Helen C. Arthur-Cornett
Ralph A. Barnhardt, Sr.
Evelyn Barrier
Mrs. Guy M. Beaver, Jr.
Ruby S. Blackwelder
Robert S. Bogle
Roy D. Boone
Alfred M. Brown, Jr.
Evelyn Campbell
Carolyn Carpenter
Abigail Claar
Mary Anna Cline
Sam W. Colerider III
Frank A. Dusch, Jr.
John S. Eury
Adelaide Foil Farrell
Gerald E. Farris
Joseph N. Fries
Joanne E. Gonnerman
Phil Goodman
Rosalyn Hartsell Greene
Carolyn K. Griffin

Madeleine Hahn
Marsh Hahn
Nancy P. Haywood
Brian Hiatt
Elizabeth J. Hill
Clarence E. Horton, Jr.
Debra Johnson
Roland Jordan
Jacquelyn B. Lafferty
Heather Littrell
Betty Lockhart
Richard MacPherson
Lois Marlow
Anne M. Mayfield
John H. McCrimmon, Jr.
Harold B. McEachern
Joy McGill
William D. McKee
Rebecca McRorie
Marta Meares
Martha H. Melvin
Jimmy Morrison
Earl Motsinger, Jr.

J. Scott Padgett
Nancy Policastro
Renda Powell
Terry B. Prather
John W. Price
Loyd Raper
Molly Reese
Heath Ritchie
Linda W. Robbins
Dewey J. Sherwood
Jerry V. Shinn
Rob Steel
Jim Stowe
J. Juergen Taylor
Barbara R. Thiede
Jennie Martin Tomlin
Trenton Whalen
Carol Whitley
Dean Wike

If  you’re reading Past Times online or in a library, please support Historic Cabarrus Association by 

becoming a member today! Memberships help keep our museums open and fund our preservation, 
education, and outreach programs. Thank you for helping us look back and move forward!
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The ticket office of the Charlotte Motor Speedway (located in Concord), ca. early 
1960s.  This building was originally the home of Nathaniel Alexander, North 
Carolina’s first elected governor.  Speedway expansion in the 1970s caused the 
house’s demolition.
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